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Qualitative research synthesis ap-
proaches such as meta-ethnography 
inevitably involve reductions. These 
reductions can have the effect of strip-
ping context from that which is being 
focused upon and flattening the fuller 
account into a set of themes that are 
comparable to other studies read more...

George W. Noblit is the Joseph R. 
Neikirk Distinguished Professor of So-
ciology of Education at the University 
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. He, 
with Dwight Hare, developed me-
ta-ethnography. He had occasionally 
written more about it and has consult-
ed on several large qualitative synthe-
sis projects.
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